O Worship the King
A Christmas Sermon
Text: Matthew 2:1-12
Readings: 
	Micah 4:1-5, 5:1-5 

Theme: Gentile Magi came from far away to worship Christ the new born king.
Purpose: To consider the various reactions to Jesus as King and urge a response of worship. 

Congregation, 
Many legends have been written about the wise men who came from the East. Many of these have been written because they are such mysterious figures: Just who were they? How did they find out about Jesus? Exactly where did they come from? How many were there? 
Our Christmas cards and nativity scenes always picture three wise men, dressed in fine clothes, kneeling by a manger in a stable. In fact they did not go to a stable. They actually arrived some time after Jesus' birth and came to the house where Joseph and Mary had moved to. 
The idea that there were three wise men comes from the three gifts they presented to Jesus. But we actually don't know how many men actually came - the Bible doesn't tell us. There may have been a fourth one or even as many as twelve. You may have heard the legend about the fourth wise man who gave away all his gifts before he made it to Jesus. 
We do know some things about these men. Bible calls them Magi and the NIV has given us the Greek word. It seems as though they were originally a tribe of priests who arose out of a Median tribe. They became teachers & instructors of the Persian Kings and were well respected. They were known as holy and wise men; skilled in philosophy, medicine and science. 
One of the other important points about them was that they were astrologers - they studied the stars. One day they noticed a brilliant star - in fact, they may well have been expecting it because through their study of the universe they could predict when certain patterns would occur. 
We aren't sure what this bright star was although there have been various suggestions:
Some believe it was a supernova - an exploding or disintegrating star that gave off great amounts of light.
Others think it may have been Haley's Comet which was passing close by the earth around that time. 
Others think it may have been the lining up of planets of Jupiter and Saturn which was a very rare occurrence but which also occurred around this time.
Whatever caused this bright star they took it as a sign that the King was to be born. 
It's quite possible that they were familiar with the OT prophecies about the Messiah because they lived in the area where the Jewish exiles had been taken by the Babylonians. They may well have read the scrolls of the Old Testament Scriptures.
Maybe they knew about the prophecy spoken by the pagan sorcerer Balaam: 
"I see him but not now, I behold him but not near; A star will come up out of Jacob, a sceptre will rise out of Israel." (Num 24:17) 
However much or little these Magi knew, they believed that a King was to be born and they wanted to find him and worship him. 
When they arrived in the land of Israel they naturally went to the capital city - to Jerusalem - that's where you would expect to find a king - and they asked about him. vs 2....
But no one knew anything about him. 
Soon Herod got to hear what was going on and called together all the Chief priests and teachers of the law. Herod was not a full Jew, but he knew enough to know that the Jews expected a Messiah, a Christ, one who would be anointed as a king. "Where is this Christ to be born." 
The Scribes quoted him the prophecy out of the prophet Micah: (c. 700 BC).
vs 6.... This was a clear prophecy that the Messiah was going to be a king. 
* The prophecy spoke about a ruler.
* It also described him as shepherding God's people which was a picture of the kings task. 
* The Messiah king would be born in Bethlehem, the town of David in Judea.
According to the Magi this King had been born! The time had come! 
With this background let's consider the various
REACTIONS TO JESUS AS KING: 
As we look at these, ask yourself: "What is my reaction to Jesus the King?" 

First of all, SOME WERE AFRAID 
Herod, we read, was "disturbed". The word can also be translated as troubled, or thrown into confusion.
This is quite understandable when we understand the background of his rule. Herod had had a long reign running from 37 BC until his death in 4 BC. As his reign went on he became more and more suspicious of others, paranoid about any rivals, and afraid of everyone. So much so that he murdered his favourite wife and her two sons, his mother-in-law and many other relatives. 
So this news greatly disturbed him - A King!? He was the king! This was the last thing he wanted to hear because this threatened his position. So he was afraid. 
The people of Jerusalem were also afraid. They too were troubled because they knew what Herod was like, and they knew how cruel he could be - they were afraid of what he might do. 
Some people today are troubled about Jesus. They feel threatened by Jesus and by his followers. The Christian faith disturbs them. There could be a number of reasons for this: 
Maybe they are troubled because of a guilty conscience. They know they have lived in opposition to God; they have not followed Jesus and they haven't obeyed him. They have lived in the darkness and the Light of the world shows them up. 
Or maybe they want to do their own thing and do not want to bow to Jesus as King. They realise that Jesus demands that we submit to him, but they don't want to do that - they want to be free to live their own lives and do as they please. 
Perhaps this is your reaction to Jesus? All this talk about Jesus bothers you because you want to just please yourself, you want to live your own life - You don't want to follow Jesus. 
If this is your reaction you need to realise that there is no getting away from Jesus, and there is no getting past him. He is the King whether we like it or not and he calls everyone of us to acknowledge him as King - you too. 

But notice another reaction:
HE WAS ALSO IGNORED 
Herod had called in the chief priests and teachers of the law 
They gave Herod the information he asked for about the Messiah. They also knew many other prophecies about the Messiah, including one about the star out of Jacob. But these prophecies didn't mean anything to them. They studied the prophecies, but they didn't believe them. 
Later in his ministry Jesus spoke to these religious leaders and said: "You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life." (John 5:39-40). They knew the Scriptures so well but they had missed the whole point because they did not believe in Jesus. 
Sadly the same is true today. 
There are religious leaders today - scholars, theologians, ministers - who don't really believe in Jesus.
They don't believe that he was born of a virgin, or that he was the Son of God, or that he rose from the dead.
They don't believe that the Bible is truly and completely the Word of God and re-interpret what the Bible says to suit their own rationalistic mindset. 
Here are the scribes of our day and age, but they have taken the heart out of the Christian faith, they have eroded the foundation of the church. 
But this applies to us as well. Do you believe that the Bible is God's Word?
Do you know what is says about Jesus?
Do you believe these things and do you honour and serve him as the King. 

That brings us to the final reaction: Jesus was feared, he was ignored, and thirdly, 
HE WAS WORSHIPPED 
The Magi went on their way to find the King and to worship him vs 11.... 
Notice that the concentration is on Jesus. They saw the child with his mother Mary, and they worshipped him.
They recognised that here was the King, the Lord, the one born to be the Ruler of all. 
So they gave him their gifts - gifts fit for a king:
Gold of course is a suitable gift for a king. 
Incense and myrrh were fragrant gums - they were used to make incense that could be used in the temple and they were also used for embalming the dead. It's been suggested that these were appropriate gifts: Incense for the One who would be a priest, and myrrh for the One who was born to die for the sins of his people. We can also say that these gifts represented the worship of their country to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
If some important government official of NZ visits someone in another country he may well take something valuable from NZ: greenstone, or something made out of native timber.
These men brought the gifts of their nation as a tribute to this newborn king.
They were Gentiles, non-Jews, bringing their worship. Matthew was writing this gospel for the Jews, but he also wanted the Jews to know that the gospel was for the whole world, for all people. 
Their gifts were a symbol of the worship that would be brought to Jesus from the far corners of the world. 
This was part of the fulfilment of the prophecy of Psalm 22: 
"All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations will bow down before him, for dominion belongs to the lord and he rules over the nations." (vs 27-28) 
What about you?
Are you afraid of Jesus? 
Or maybe you are ignoring him?
What do you believe about him? Who is he? Do you believe that he was born to be King? 
Do you believe that he rose from the dead and ascended into heaven to sit at God's right hand until he shall come to judge the living and the dead? 
The Magi brought Jesus their honour & worship:
What will you bring to the Lord Jesus this Christmas and next year?
Will you give him your heart and your life?
Will you give him your obedience and your service? 
Will you follow him and submit to him? 
Will you do what the magi did: 
Will you bow down and worship this Jesus - the Lord of Lords, and the King of Kings. 
Amen.

